
 
GRADING REGISTER 
 
Due to a disagreement within Breed Committee over the rules of entry in to the Grading Register at 
C, I have taken it upon myself to do substantial further reading on the topic.  I have now gone back 
through the records and can confirm the following in relation to the percentage of Pure Cleveland 
Bay blood that is mandatory to enter the Grading Register at C: 
 
 
Year 2000  
 
The rules listed on the website are taken from the Millennium Stud Book.  They state that to be 
considered for entry to the Grading Register at C….  

 
Also 

 
 
Plus be vetted and pass. 
 
 
 
Year 2003 
 
For reference of time this is when there was a change in the “mismarking” rules that were applied 
for entry into the Stud Book due to EU legislation.  It meant that all Pure horses HAD to be 
accounted for in the Stud Book, irrespective of mismarking.  As you can see from the copy of the 
Breed Committee Report from 7 October 2003 below, Nigel Cowgill stated that further work was 
being undertaken to revamp the Grading Register Rules and those rules would be appearing in the 
next edition of the Bay Window, and in the Magazine. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 2004 
 
As indicated above, the new agreed rules were published in the 2004 Magazine and in the Bay 
Window this year. 
 

 
 
The above is from the Bay Window, and is part of a Breed Committee Report.  The report, which had 
the above insert as part of its content, was then confirmed as being accepted by Council, as per 
below and was also reported in the Bay Window. 
 

 
 
 

 

You will see from the copy on 
the left, that the review of 
the Grading Register rules, as 
promised in 2003, also 
appeared in the Magazine in 
2004.   
 
Highlighted in yellow is the 
rule that was approved, and 
gives the minimum 
requirement to enter at 
Grade C in the Grading 
Register, and that is 75% 
Pure Cleveland Bay blood.   
 
This rule was therefore now 
in place and formed a part of 
the rules of entry to the 
Grading Register. 
 
 



 
 
Year 2006 
 
The 2006 Stud Book also gave details to Members of the changes to the Grading Register process 
and refers to the 2004 Magazine as above.  Excerpts are below: 
 

 
 
It further lists the new rule for entry into the Grading Register at C. 
 

 
 
 
 
Year 2011 
 
You will I am sure recall the Grading Register proposals that included “The Improver” that caused 
such a rift within the Society.  These proposals were based on changing the rules that were already 
in place.  There is a paragraph within the proposals which acknowledges the current rule: 
 

 



 
As you will see from reading it, the grading up process was proposed to be reduced by one 
generation.  The proposals wanted there to be 93.75% pure when entering the Full Stud Book, Grade 
A would have been 87.5%, Grade B 75% and Grade C 50%.  
 
This also therefore confirms that the Grading Register Rules that were in place in 2011 were “at least 
75% pure entering at Grade C”.  That would mean 87.5% at Grade B, 93.75% into Grade A, and 
96.875% going in to the Full Stud Book.    
 
In conclusion, it is very clear that the rules that are on the website from the Millennium Stud Book 
are misleading as they are not the current rules, and in fact, they are, in relation to this issue giving 
the wrong information to all.   
 
I am very grateful to Sandra for disagreeing with the rest of Breed Committee on the Grading 
Register rules and insisting that the 75% rule that others on the Committee thought was in place was 
not correct.  She stated to us that the rules had been in place since 1997.  On reflection I can see 
how this misunderstanding of the process and rules could occur, as nobody has, over the years, 
updated and published the correct rules to reflect what had been agreed at Council, and had also 
been passed on to the Membership via the Minutes, Magazine, and Stud Book when they were 
amended.  
 
Sandra further stated that “there is also no requirement to know the breeding of the non-CB part. 
This may well need to be changed but this is not in the current rules.”  This statement is also of 
concern to myself and the rest of Breed Committee as I would want to know what is meant by “the 
mare must have traceable ancestry” if it does not mean you need to know the breeding of the mare.  
I am of the opinion that no decision can be made without knowing what the non-CB part of the 
breeding is of a mare.   
 
I therefore would request that it is now minuted that the Grading Register rules posted on the 
website will be updated (as below), as will the Grading Register Application form to reflect the rules 
currently in place, as agreed by Council in 2004.   
 
This Council today is not changing the rules in any way, but ensuring the correct information is 
available to all and that the rules are applied accordingly, and fully complied with. 
 
The rule below 
 

➢ The mare must be accepted by the Breed Committee as having at least 75% pure Cleveland 
Bay blood. 

 
WILL REPLACE 
 

➢ The mare must be accepted by the Breed Committee as having more than 50% pure 

Cleveland blood (the usual figure is 75%); and the animal should normally have been entered 

in the Society’s Part Bred Register. 

 
 


